This sheet has references and links to help you explore the rules of composition. Just like the pirate code, AAARGHH “they be more like guidelines” but it’s good to know how to use them before you bend or break them…

pyramidal composition: a popular device Renaissance artists used to draw the viewer's attention to a figure or to give an impression of stability. To construct a pyramidal composition, an artist places objects and figures within the outline of an imaginary triangle or pyramid on the picture plane (examples: Masaccio's Trinity, Leonardo's Last Supper, Michelangelo's Pieta, or Titian's Pesaro Madonna).

from http://www.bergerfoundation.ch/glossaire/italie/glossaire.html
Learn more about the Pyramidal/ triangular frame work at this metropolitan Museum of art related site:

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=635 - 01 

go through the activities clicking on and then closing the highlighted images in succession.

http://www.adorama.com/catalog.tpl?article=040207...  Rules of composition[image: image1.wmf]
go to this photography website and gather the concepts there. Make notes and sketches of the rules.

http://www.wetcanvas.com/Articles2/135/120/
settle back and go through all of his pages the fashion DO’s and Don’ts /   befores /afters are very instructive….

He approaches the questions of composition from the point of view of a landscape painter but they generalize beyond that genre.

"Landscape Composition Rules"

Page 1 of 23

Author: Johannes_Vloothuis, Contributing Editor at Wetcanvas

Says:

“I have put together a series of “ rules” (I’d prefer the word, tips) of composition that when used properly should reduce the flaws in your landscape paintings. These are a compilation of what appears in most books on composition plus some of my own ideas. A word of caution; do not allow these to hinder your work. They are to help you out when you are in doubt on where to place diverse elements in your work. Rules are made to be broken, in which case you should at least know what rule you are breaking and why and not err due to insufficient knowledge. There are 23 pages so get a cup of coffee and prepare yourself for a long haul.”

Here is another photographer’s take on rules of composition. I especially like the quotes he begins with from two of the 20th century’s greatest photographers: Ansel Adams and Edward Weston.

/http://www.johnharveyphoto.com/LearnComposition/
The golden proportion aka section ration, mean divine proportion

Mathematically it is  1:1.618

Here are some templates that can be printed out for variations of the golden ratio or mean or section , spiral and harmonic triangles

http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/high/Grace-Golden2.htm
